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From Separation to Integration: Constructing the System of Examination

Assessment for Historic Urban Areas Based on System Coupling Theory
ZHANG Yang, HE Yi

Abstract: The assessment of historic urban areas encompasses comprehensive factors
including preservation, renewal, control, development, and governance. Existing as-
sessment of urban areas often overlooks the complexity of historic urban zones and
suffers from a lack of institutional support. The key challenges in assessing historic
urban areas lie in integrating evaluation efforts with heritage preservation. The re-
sponsibilities of the former are situated within the administrative divisions of city, ur-
ban districts, and street offices while those for the latter fall under the historical
and cultural units at the scale of historic zones, blocks, and buildings. These two
systems have different governing bodies and objectives, leading to disparities in tech-
nical approaches and regulatory domains. Grounded in the theory of system cou-
pling, this study analyzes the institutional forms, rationales, and objectives of his-
toric urban area assessment within the framework of "coupling patterns, coupling
mechanisms, coupling functions". It discusses the need to transition from isolated to
integrated institutional forms and achieve functional integration. The study suggests
that evaluations of urban renewal practices need to be effectively integrated with ur-
ban governance and urban preservation efforts so as to form a coherent institutional
goal. The research sheds light on the institutional basis for establishing the indicator
system for assessing historic urban areas and offers theoretical insights for balancing
the challenges of preservation and renewal in practice.

Keywords: urban historic areas; city examination assessment; system construction;
system coupling theory; fine management; historical and cultural protection and in-

heritance
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Fig.5 Unit recombination and scale correlation in examination assessment of historic urban areas
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Fig.6  System of examination assessment for historic urban areas
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Fig.7 Correlation mechanism between examination assessment and refined governance of built environment in his-

toric urban areas
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Fig.8 From "district" to "region": Supporting the municipal historical and cultural protection and inheritance system

with the examination evaluation of historic urban areas
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