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New Model of Participatory Planning and Design for Community Renewal in the
Perspective of the "People’s City": A Case Study of YF Lane Renewal in
Shanghai, China
LI Qing, LIN Ni

Abstract: Given the current situation in China where public participation in commu-
nity micro-renewal is largely symbolic, this paper proposes the concept of "dual ratio-
nality" based on a literature review. The concept integrates both communicative and
instrumental rationality, merging relationships between subjects and between subject
and object and establishing an analytical model of participatory planning and design
for community micro-renewal. The model is characterized by iteration, collectivity-
rationality, and creativity orientations. It has the potential to empower residents with
real voice in the participatory process under the policy guidance of the "people's
city" concept. The operational method breaks down the complex micro-renewal plan-
ning and design process into several iterative stages that are easier for residents to
understand. Each stage involves deliberate planning and design based on instrumental
rationality, supplemented by public participation based on communicative rationality.
This approach enables innovation in planning and design that helps stakeholders find
common ground, contributing to public consensus on planning and design. Using the
participatory planning and design of Shanghai YF Linong Micro-Renewal as an ex-
ample, the paper analyzes the five stages of the case. In each stage, emphasis is
placed on trust and understanding based on equal empowerment, plan preparation
grounded in collective bargaining and negotiation, and creative knowledge production
through the fusion of local and professional knowledge. Consequently, the final plan
represents consensus among diverse interests. This new model of participatory plan-
ning and design for community micro-renewal advances the Western communicative
planning paradigm epistemologically and points out a pathway to realize "true power
participation" in urban planning and design.

Keywords: people's city; community renewal; participatory planning and design;

dual rationality
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Fig.5 Part of the facade improvement scheme in the third workshop in YF micro—renewal
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Fig.7 The role of key stakeholders in the formation of "dual rationality" in YF micro—renewal
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