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From Market Allocation to Government Guidance: Reflections on the Planning
for Commercial Facilities
SHEN LI

Abstract: Commercial facilities are an important aspect of urban planning. However,
due to their market-orientation, planning researches and planning standards in this re-
gard are still underdeveloped. Given the present excess capacity and the impact of
internet on businesses, planners need to rethink planning guidance and standards of
commercial facilities. Based on the revised national "Code for Urban Public Facili-
ties Planning" (GB50442-2008), standards applied in various cities and a comparison
of commercial facility land uses, this study suggests that the planning guidance of
commercial facilities should be strengthened. Scale of facilities at the municipal and
the district-levels should be controlled and facilities at the community-level should
be equalized. Comprehensive installation, multiple functions and flexible management
should be encouraged. It is expected that this paper will provide a reference to the
planning and construction of quality commercial facilities in China's new era.

Keywords: commercial facilities; planning management; market allocation; govern-

ment guidance
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Tab.1 Comparisons of current indicators and national standards of commercial facilities in big cities in China
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Fig.1 Commercial centres distribution in Singapore master plan
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Fig.2 Potential future changes to the town centre network over the Planning period in London
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Tab.2  Prediction of commercial office land in Hong Kong
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Tab.4 Classification and standards of commercial facilities in China
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Tab.5 Existing (2015) commercial facilities and the corresponding planning indicators
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Tab. 6 Land area of Shanghai's municipal—level

commercial centres
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Tab.7 Land use for commercial facilities in Shanghai's regulatory plan
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