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From Residential Quarter to Housing Block: Preliminary Study on Residential
Space Transformation in China
LLUO Xuan, LI Ruru, ZHONG Bizhu, YUAN Qifeng

Abstract: This paper reviews researches on residential space transformation in China
since the founding of P.R.C. We explored the problems of Guangzhou's large-scaled
real-estate development in the suburban area and gated communities in the central ar-
ca. The large size of residential development unit in terms of land area has raised
difficult self-governance problems, residential differentiation and social segregation.
The "Planning & Design Standard for Urban Residential Areas (2018)" changes the
planning and development units of residential areas. It advocates the idea that public
services should be organized around human living circles and housing blocks consti-
tute the basic spatial units in residential planning. The previous 'Residential Quarter'
is replaced by the 'Housing Block' at smaller sizes. On the one hand, the changes
in standards are conducive to self-organization, neighborhood autonomy and social
governance; and on the other hand, they also contribute to social mix, sharing of
public space and facilities, and hence the construction of a justice city.

Keywords: residential quarter; housing block; gated community; neighborhood auton-

omy; publicity
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Fig.1 The masterplan of housing blocks in The First Automobile Works
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Fig.2 Large—scale real—estate: Clifford estates in Panyu district, Guangzhou Fig.3 The diagram of Zhujiang Dijing compound in Haizhu district, Guangzhou
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Fig.5 Residential cluster: the diagram of Qile compound in Haizhu district, Guangzhou
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Tab.2 The history of neighborhood autonomy in Qile community, Guangzhou
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Tab.3 Comparison of public facilities between residential cluster and residential blocks
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