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Urbanism and China’s Urban Design Practice
WANG Shifu, WU Tingting

Abstract: In the process of rapid, intensive and large-scale urbanization, urban de-
sign practice in China, driven by huge demand for physical development, seeks me-
so- and even macro-level spatial structuring with a prominent orientation toward
plan implementation. Considerable experience and lessons have been accumulated in
design and planning implementation, but theoretical gaps exist. The idea of trans-
forming cities with practice is embraced by both urbanism and urban design think-
ing. Identifying a city with good spatial paradigm through urban design helps pro-
mote critical thinking and understanding of the lack of "anti-urbanity" consciousness
in China's urbanization process, and it also inspires theoretical development in urban
design in the future.
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