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Hierarchy and Networking: A Study on the Trend of Economic Geography in
the Yangtze River Delta Region
ZHENG Degao

Abstract: The current economic development is showing a new trend, and the Yang-
tze River Delta Region is experiencing changes in terms of economic geography.
Drawing on theories of the global city and the network city, this research examines
economic and geographic trend in the Yangtze River Delta Region in the hierarchi-
cal and network dimensions by applying analytical methods of value segments, asso-
ciated networks, and stratified urbanization to big data in businesses, commercial ac-
tivities and regional demography. This paper analyzes the functional characteristics,
associated networks, population size and changing patterns of mobile networks in
the region, and explores main characteristics of multicentric network in the Yangtze
River Delta mega city region and future changes in the urban system structure. It al-
so points out that some cities are rising with the development of new economy
while others are being marginalized. The key to the rise and fall of cities is to inte-
grate into the regional network.

Keywords: Yangtze River Delta Region; economic geography; hierarchy; networking
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