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Historical Evolution, Current Predicament and Coordination Mechanism of Ur-
ban Residential Areas in China—-A Perspective Based on Society and Space
ZHAO Wanmin, WANG Hua, LI Yunyan, WANG Zheng

Abstract: Based on the historical evolution and development of urban settlements
in China, this paper discusses the continuity and transformation of urban settle-
ments in China from the perspective of society and space, and analyzes the pres-
ent dilemma of residential development in China from three aspects: social struc-
ture, space production and citizen life. Correspondingly, the paper proposes a
multi-level coordination mechanism, namely, (Dcherishing fairness, integration and
openness in order to mediate socio-spatial differentiation of residential areas; @
building compact, cohesive, open and communual spaces into new structures of
settlements; (3) forming a governance model that combines public management,
multi-stakeholder participation, land development and smart regulation to promote
the return of urban public life.

Keywords: urban settlement; social space; urban public life; housing block; spa-

tial governance
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Tab.2 A comparative analysis of the development
of modern urban residential districts and the social
space of typical residential areas in China
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Fig.1 The relationship between the evolution of urban residential areas in China and major social

contradictions and changes
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closed to an open society
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