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The Rise and Development of China’s Community Planning in the Past 40
Years since the Reform and Openg up

YANG Guiging, FANG Jialin, HE Jiangxia

Abstract: This paper reviews China's community development policies at the na-
tional level in the past 40 years since the Reform and Opening up, sums up the
core literature of community planning, extracts relevant key words, analyzes the
characteristics of community planning practice in major cities in China, and puts
forward a few thoughts on the development of community planning. The study
points out that the top-level design has constantly strengthened the foundation of
the community governance system, and theoretical understanding of community
planning has deepened. Furthermore, public participation, community built environ-
ment, urban renewal, community planning system, community planner have be-
come emerging research areas. Besides, the goal of community planning practice
has gradually shifted from spatial form to society, and place making has become
a means to build community. The development trend of community planning in
China shows that, as one of the symbols of urban civilization, community plan-
ning needs to be institutionalized step by step; and as a component of the urban
planning system, community planning needs to be further improved in its content,
methods, norms and standards. In addition, community planning should be further
promoted, the role of multiple stakeholders in community planning should be grad-
ually strengthen; and community planning theory and methods should be timely in-
tegrated into urban and rural planning education and professional training process.
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