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A Study on Characteristics of Self—Organization of Urban Creative Communi-
ties: Four Cases in China
XU Kai, SUN Tongyu

Abstract: Creative communities are formed when creative industries become em-
bed in the city fabric and close associations with existing urban functions and
spaces are established. The bottom-up development driven by creative industries,
which creates urban indentities, is applicable to urban regeneration. Based on the
theory of self-organization, this research argues that the functional system of the
creative community, in which creative industry plays a key role, is a dissipative
system, whose development is driven by interactions between stakeholders in the
system. Its urban form therefore reflects rules of self-organization correspondently.
In order to reveal the self-organization dynamics, four cases in China are ana-
lyzed in terms of spatial factors on location selection, relation of stakeholders and
its impact on spaces, dynamic urban forms, association with distribution of func-
tions and micro-structural spatial form. The research sheds light on self-organized
urban dynamics, while providing theoretical support for planning approaches of
creating suitable urban environment for creative communities, as well as guiding
the further development of existing creative communities.
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generation
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