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Reflections on Value Judgement and Path Optimization in China’s Rural Develop-
ment
YANG Yani

Abstract: With its own values being neglected, rural area in China has long been
under the influence of developmentalism and has constantly sought to catch up with
cities, leading to a myriad of problems in practice. In the new context of rural
revitalization, the promotion of rurality in its own right is emphasized, and therefore,
it's necessary to clarify the intrinsic values of rurality in the future development to
inspire more extensive, spontaneous, and proactive rural practices. Through the
reflections on and comparison of the history of rural development in China and
Japan, the paper explains shared features in the recognition of rural values and rural
development objectives in the process of modernization, and summarizes major
aspects of rural development in different stages. Given China's official requirements
for rural revitalization and existing problems, the paper puts forward an optimized
path for rural development with due consideration of rural values, including
establishing the rural identity to inspire pluralistic development; building consensus
and promoting multi-stakeholder cooperation; and regenerating rural values and
prioritizing systematic and diverse local practices.

Keywords: rural values; value-identity; value-consensus; practice; path optimization
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