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The Internal Attributes and Vision of Greater Shanghai Metropolitan Area Based
on the Concept of Global City Region
SUN Juan, TU Qiyu, WANG Shiying, ZHANG Kang, KONG Weifeng

Abstract: Greater Shanghai Metropolitan Area (GSMA) is an important vehicle for
Shanghai to play a leading regional role and hence to enhance the comprehensive
competitiveness of the region. Based on a theoretical analysis of global city regions
and metropolitan areas, the paper suggests that GSMA should bear the attributes of
both concepts. This study establishes a new method for defining metropolitan areas, taking
into consideration the functional network theory for global city regions. The connotation
and spatial scope of GSMA are then further discussed in depth. The paper follows
the principle of ensuring functional integrity and serving triple roles of Shanghai,
extracts development consensus, and establishes the vision of building an "excellent
global city region", which would be implemented under the dual guidance of
regional cooperation and bottom-line control. This study explores the theory and
application of the "Metropolitan Area" concept and proposes the rationales for vision
building for metropolitan areas with the support of the global city region theory.
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Fig.1 Geographical distribution of cities in the world with population of one million or more
FARF: UN, World Urbanization Prospects datasets, 2018
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Tab.3  Shanghai metropolitan area index system
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