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Impact of the Metaverse on Urban Development: Mechanism Interpretation and
Planning Responses
DENG Zhituan

Abstract: It is worth exploring how the metaverse, which is characterized by
comprehensive digitization, affects urban development and how cities should respond
as a result. The paper argues that the metaverse of coexistence between the virtual
and the real world based on digital information will not generate any subversive
impact on the processes of agglomeration and diffusion that help promote urban
development. Nor will the city as a whole disappear. Instead, the metaverse, as
potential puzzle pieces of the six technological waves, will facilitate the
differentiation of urban development and accelerate the redrawing of the world city
landscape. For Chinese cities, on the one hand, rational planning should be
emphasized in order to proactively curb investment bubbles, security risks and
ethical risks of metaverse technology; on the other hand, systematic planning should
be emphasized in order to take advantage of urban development opportunities
brought by new wave technologies to advance a city's ranking.

Keywords: metaverse; urban development; development differentiation; logical

interpretation; planning response
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Fig.1 Three mechanisms of urban agglomeration
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