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Comparison of Goals, Strategies and Actions Between Green and Low—Carbon
Cities
ZHENG Degao, LLUO Ying, ZHOU Mengjie, TAN Li

Abstract: To achieve the goal of "carbon peak and neutrality", more and more
standards, practices, and actions related to green cities and low-carbon cities have
appeared in China. The coexistence of various concepts such as "green city", "low-
carbon city" and "green low-carbon city" has led to much confusion in their use,
especially for those who take actions. Starting from the formation and evolution of
the basic concepts of "green city" and "low-carbon city", their similarities and
differences in terms of connotation, goals, strategies, and actions. The paper clarifies
that the main goal of green cities is to optimize habitat space while that for low-
carbon cities is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Furthermore, the two concepts
also differ in logical relationships and key strategies and actions. The understanding
of their distinction can help better guide the development of Chinese cities toward a
green and low-carbon future.

Keywords: green city; low carbon city; goal and strategy; action focus
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Fig.1 The conceptual origins of green city and low carbon city
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Tab.2  Comparison of action strategies of international green cities and low carbon cities
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