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Sustainable Development of Industrial Parks in China: Process, Morphology, and
Logic
ZHEN Jie, REN Hao, TANG Kaiyi

Abstract: In the past 40 years since Shekou Industrial Park was established in 1979,
China's industrial parks have shouldered the historical responsibilities of opening up,
innovation and reform. However, on one hand, the management of industrial parks
relies on the direct experience gained over a long period of time, and on the other
hand, it over-relied on the theories of business and public management, with a
scientific, systematic, and specialized theoretical system for its own seriously lacking.
Therefore, in the new development stage, it is necessary to sort out the development
process of industrial parks and analyze the logic of the evolution of industrial parks
in order to promote their development. Based on the analysis of the development
process and characteristics of China's industrial parks, especially 399 national
development zones, the evolution of industries, spaces and their relationships as well
as the binary logics of sustainable development are clarified. The development logics
are summarized as the mutual reinforcement of the state and the market and the
linkage between the internal and the external factors. It is argued that institution,
integration, and soft environment are the driving forces behind the sustainable
development of industrial parks. The direction of further researches is pointed out in
order to establish a management system for industrial parks.

Keywords: industrial park; development process; driving force; evolution form; binary logic
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Fig.1 The evolution process of industrial formation in the parks
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Fig.2 The evolution of spatial form in the parks
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