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Spatial Delineation in China’s Contemporary Metropolitan Area Planning
ZHANG Tinglin, SUN Bindong

Abstract: As China enters a new phase of urbanization, the debate on the emer-
gence and planning of modern metropolitan areas has been intensifying. Theoreti-
cally, a “metropolitan area” is a "commuting area” with a relatively independent la-
bor market. In the developed countries where the concept originated, a general con-
sensus on the definition of “metropolitan area” has been reached and this is echoed
by China's Development and Reform Commission and the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources. However, in the actual planning practice in some part of China, the feature
of commuting is not used to delineate the boundaries of a metropolitan area and
therefore the planning area tends to be too large in scope, which may approach the
size of a scaled-down version of a city cluster. The mismatch between the boundar-
ies of a commuting area and those of a delineated metropolitan area leads to several
problems, including the dislocation of functional positioning, the repetition of devel-
opment, and the failure of metropolitan coordination. In order to avoid confusion,
and to better play the function of commuter circle, it is suggested that the spatial
scope of metropolitan areas should not be larger than what the commuting function
dictates. Additionally, the paper suggests that the statistical unit for metropolitan area
should be established when circumstances allow.

Keyword: metropolitan area planning; spatial delimitation; commuting relationship;

city cluster; metropolitan area
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