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Restructuring the Global City Network through the Overseas Expansion of

Productive Enterprises in the Yangtze River Delta Urban Agglomeration
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Abstract: Since the Belt and Road Initiative was proposed in 2013, Chinese enter-
prises have accelerated their overseas expansion. Cross-border linkages, driven by
productive enterprises as key actors and facilitated by the globalization of industrial
and supply chains, are reshaping traditional global networks. Based on an analysis
of subsidiaries established by Yangtze River Delta enterprises in Southeast Asia from
2000 to 2025, this paper maps the headquarter — subsidiary network and examines its
spatial process and global implications. A distinctive network configuration has
emerged, characterized by dominant connectivity between cities along the Shanghai-
Nanjing- Hangzhou-Ningbo corridor and Singapore. Peripheral municipal districts and
counties are embedded through extensive but low-intensity connections. The network
has evolved from a single-axis structure toward a configuration combining axis stabil-
ity, node spillover, and hinterland embedding. This transformation is increasingly
driven by policy incentives, industrial-chain extension, and cluster embedding rather
than cost advantages alone. This process contributes to a westward shift of the Pa-
cific Rim city network and the vertical densification of its western segment, reflect-
ing the transformation of Chinese cities from market gateways into resource coordina-

tors in the globalization process.
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Fig.1 Spatial distribution of enterprises in the Yangtze River Delta and Southeast Asia

F1 K=AmE TR LLF

Tab.1 Proportion of linkages to the leading destination—city in the Yangtze River Delta

i LH(ﬁ/lJiJiﬂT / é‘&ﬂjt%: AL R H1=0.5 11 LR F AN
| [ERIZE1IEN BRI/ % BT L /%

ik 141 0.879 98.60 95.70

L1 1 0.897 100.00 100.00

LN 46 0.850 100.00 93.50

W 58 0.907 98.30 98.30

T 36 0.873 97.20 94.40
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Tab.2 Proportion of linkages to the leading source—city in Southeast Asia
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Fig.2 Business networks between the Yangtze River Delta and Southeast Asia
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Tab.3 Network indicators of the Yangtze River
Delta ~ Southeast Asia by stages
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