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Heritage Conservation at the Regional Scale:
Shifts and Practical Challenges

Ideological Origins, Theoretical
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Abstract: Since the 1960s, global cultural heritage preservation has gradually shifted
toward a holistic, regional approach. Meanwhile, China has entered a new era of sys-
tematic and comprehensive protection. Although regional-scale research has emerged,
its weak theoretical foundation limits deeper exploration of preservation objectives
and conceptual connotations. This paper systematically examines the intellectual ori-
gins and theoretical evolution of regional-scale heritage conservation. It examines
three interrelated intellectual sources: "place-based" approaches in architecture and ur-
ban planning, environmental movements and humanistic geography, and the "spatial
turn" in historiography with global history thought. It further discusses three theoreti-
cal shifts: from nature-culture dichotomy to their integration, from physical preserva-
tion to living heritage transmission, and from Eurocentrism to mutual learning
among civilizations. Drawing on China's practice, the paper addresses four practical
challenges: epistemological constraints, the integration of digital intelligent technolo-

gies, multi-stakeholder governance, and trans-regional coordination.
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