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Developing Rural Life Circles for Urban—Rural Integration: Values, Challenges,

and Planning Reflections
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Abstract: Developing rural life circles constitutes a fundamental pillar of rural revi-
talization and provides strategic support for urban-rural integration. Currently, both
theoretical discussions and planning practices are primarily confined to micro-
community scales or internal rural systems, with insufficient recognition of the value
and significance of rural life circles within the broader context of urban-rural integra-
tion. This study proposes an analytical framework from the perspective of integrated
urban-rural development, arguing that the development of rural life circles should em-
body comprehensive connotations and strategic significance. It emphasizes the neces-
sity of a holistic understanding of evolving urban-rural relations, structural shifts in
rural life systems, and the role of life circles in territorial functions and spatial orga-
nization. Developing rural life circles for urban-rural integration is characterized by
the dynamic openness of urban-rural systems, the complexity of multi-scale and
multi-functional integration, and regionally differentiated patterns of spatial organiza-
tion. Amidst ongoing shifts in urban-rural dynamics, rural areas face multiple chal-
lenges, such as population decline, social restructuring, changes in production mode
and lifestyles, and the reconfiguration of urban-rural territorial spatial systems. Fi-
nally, the paper offers planning reflections that respond to uncertainties in rural devel-
opment, structural changes in the "San Nong" (agriculture, rural areas, and farmers)
sector, rural spatial reconstruction, and the growing trend of two-way urban-rural mo-

bility.
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Tab.1 Comparison of residents” travel spatial ranges in near— and far—suburban towns of Pudong, Shanghai

H r 1 1 / %
J BT B % FIIX
BN TR R HoAth 4
TR P HEREEH
iy i 7 44 15 1 33
38 1)

SRR S 8 15 13 21 43
EBEE Bl 47 25 10 1 17
CTAEHD TR 27 9 15 7 41
EBGE) BB 28 39 12 1 20
(REH) TERRHE 16 12 19 8 45

PR RR: B, LSRR AT AT AR — A H AR A HI[D]. EiE: FFKRE, 2024,

DL W2 B9k & — IR AL RO 2 [RIRRAE (R
D W BRI, SRR
17 RS 2 A o R R 28 23 W] R AL 22
SREE, SHSKRTEINS M2 E
FEYRIAE Ji& o 34 R R T Jo 1A L )
PR B RAER S, TRl
Ykt e B E) S S 1) 2 A X RS

TEI S MG R IETIT, SMAR
B Z A TR & | 3 S I
GEAH, BN BT RRIIR S KR
g, KiE “WM—E—Z—H" BNEH
BIBTI AN . MR SF I AT A, [
P LA 001 1 e A S 2 s R A (4
Meds, feitk & ZR IS, PR
2 RIT IR

22 A ZYHSZRENESR

Z R T R A2 P DO T ik
Ak AR TG P A% DR IE 2 —, RILA
ZHRM | ZIRES L RIELFRHE,

B, SRR R XA,
SR U St oA A L R AR S
ML ES . DRERHR KRR
Z R T B N AR TG 2 R R G AL SUE
A, W& THWEER BHEL, At
s . WEREAR IR AF 2T 8, AR AT AE
PR NRER S G IE M, AT RE KA
LG, AR S N BUULR S

Hok, iR 2 R E R REA . A
B ARSI AR, — Bt
BT B AR OBR AR .
i A2 S B PR SR RV R R T A S L A2
TERF H G sh oKk, 8 S s s g
K, BATEEATE, @H W ATEE .

I NNl 5 & T YA e e N =
WHFEE . WEE. e SRS
M55, —Me K & ik is i, @
WAL R . B, A
PEAL B AT IR S, LU AR B R 15 8k
F, R FH SR . FRIRIN G,
23 ) [ e B 48U K 2 . @Y A
TR bR RS A B AR S R,
T 3K 2 g R B A e Rl P G T
PRGSO S R
22V K I 3 )

SHETGREmER ., L B
AR E, 22 RERAME
efRRARAR (D, i, REREH
WAEEE, DASERIET SRR o
MIEAEN, HH TG Sl 0 e 1 LA
BN F, AR H E E 0
AIREN R B B & & Iz ), AR
K, MG S EmMgR . s R R
4, b — B mOR —IR 2 [ i R B 2
Wy 4 11 % A5 AR Rl — B H R R
2 R RS H RS S B R 2 2 )
BRIE, AR T SR AT BRI S
Ab2s b A AE SR 22 R T .

2.3 ZEARMMIGEESRME

AR S FE AR, D, 4t
SR A R B A T S B T 22 0 0 Y
ZREE, oNAFEREEEARAS
— RIS, e PR T A 22 S A 2 T
I

B R A 22 5 . 22X
BREARERSE L MBI DL S s A
RIS, TR S Ja AT UL T A 22

51



ﬁ#&ﬁ%—‘ﬂ 20254 % 641 %% 203 4

""""""""""""""""""""" O---o
U e O
B T - ()--- ol .
P EEC%}E\[[@%;Q\O KA O _

e O--0-- IR 2~y SO MRIRIEEIS 0

Sl A 0 PRI AR O\ e j L

A 000 Mﬂ@@¢g Q. R Q) MR
g%”%&%W%M%SQ\ Bl gl BEWS g RS
S—— 'égﬁ e el O
Nl el . §
RS il e
R T § |
e FORACRI 4 | |
B i " §
e L ”

E1 NEFENSRESEESMERE

Fig.1 Multi—scale spatial continuity characteristics of rural life circles
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