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Top 10 Key Issues in the Development of Urban and Rural Planning Discipline
(2024—2025)
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Abstract: The "Top 10 Keywords in the the Development of Urban and Rural Plan-
ning Discipline" has been a hallmark of the China Urban Planning Discipline Devel-
opment Forum for four consecutive years, serving as a barometer of the discipline’s
future trajectory. For 2024—2025, these keywords not only highlight the core con-
temporary issues in urban and rural planning but also outline ten critical topics that
directly address the field's most pressing challenges and emerging opportunities, chart-
ing a clear pathway for theoretical advancement and practical innovations. The ten
topics, derived from three dimensions—disciplinary foundations, research hotspots,
and innovative frontiers—encompass key areas of urban and rural planning: Artificial
Intelligence: Al-driven Planning; New Productivity: Spatial Adaptation; Resilient Cit-
ies: Balancing Routine and Disaster; Spatial Governance: Multi-Stakeholder Collabora-
tion; Discipline Development: Revitalizing Planning Education; Territorial Spatial
Planning: Implementation and Supervision; Urban Renewal: Revitalizing Central Ar-
eas; Urban-Rural Integration: Resource Flow; Historic Heritage: Culture and Innova-
tion; and Urban Planning Systems: Consolidation and Iteration. These topics not
only address pressing contemporary issues but also signal transformative shifts in ur-
ban and rural planning amid technological, societal, and ecological transitions, serv-
ing as a strategic and forward-thinking guide for the discipline's evolution.

Keywords: Al-driven planning; resilient cities; urban-rural integration; urban renewal;

territorial spatial planning
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