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The Assessment and Formation Mechanism of Heritage Communities from the
Perspective of Actors
ZHOU Jiayi, YANG Chen

Abstract: Heritage Community has emerged as a pivotal concept in the conservation
and inheritance of Human-Habitat Heritage. However, critical questions remain regard-
ing the assessment of heritage communities, the mechanisms underlying their forma-
tion, and the roles various actors play in this process. This paper employs the social
actor theory and examines the Embankment Building in Hongkou District, Shanghai,
as a case study. The research is structured in two stages. First, an evaluation frame-
work for Heritage Community is developed to assess their developmental stages. Sec-
ond, social network analysis is utilized to uncover the complex relationships among
different actors within the community. Key events in the formation process are identi-
fied to facilitate a detailed analysis of the roles and motivations of these actors. Ulti-
mately, this study highlights the significance of heritage communities in preserving
and inheriting cultural heritage in contemporary urban and rural China.

Keywords: heritage community; actors; heritagization; heritage community assess-

ment; social network analysis
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Fig.1 The analytical framework of heritage communities
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