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A Study on the Spatial Structure of Chinese Landscaping and Cultural Cities
WANG Shusheng, GAO Yuan, LI Xiaolong

Abstract: The planning tradition of landscapes and culture, which embodies the philos-
ophy of natural landscapes and humanistic elements, derives from thousands of years
of urban planning practice in China and serves as a reference for urban design. With
the historical mission of advancing ecological civilization and cultural preservation,
this essay proposes the concept of "urban structure of landscaping and cultural spaces
(USLCS)" and summaries the connotation and characteristics based on the planning
tradition The essay argues that landscapes and culture speak to the natural and spiritu-
al dimensions of cities respectively and are critical elements of urban design. It is a
key task and a challenge for planning to preserve the nature and culture and go be-
yond practical concerns to achieve distinctiveness of places. In the end, the paper
proposes strategies to build USLCS by defining cities, launching scientific research,
and designing and modeling the pattern and training planners. The USLCS concept
will help make quality urban spaces based on ecological and heritage conservation.

Keywords: Chinese urban planning tradition; combining natural landscape; humanis-

tic planning; urban structure of landscaping and cultural spaces (USLCS)
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Fig.3 Statistics of cultural space elements of ancient cities with famous historic and cultural
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