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Production of New Space: Demarcation, Conflicts and Implication of the Formal Es-
tablishment of Modern Chinese Cities
YANG Yuzhen

Abstract: Modern cities are established to support the building of nation states. As
a new type of space, modern cities reflect local regime, territory and governance. It
had been widely acknowledged by the elites in the history that the establishment of
cities predated the building of a modern country while regulatory setups took the pre-
cedence over city development. The establishment of cities symbolized statutory rec-
ognition of the new space as a result of gradually opening the ports, establishing
concessions, undertaking government reforms and allowing self-governance in city ar-
eas. As the experimental space of modernization and the breeding ground of modernity,
cities were set to be separated from small farming societies. The establishment of
Chinese cities was enabled by the central government, rather than a result of endoge-
nous development. The legitimacy of delegated power needed to be practiced within
the boundary of the city space. How to carve outcity spaces from counties, the ba-
sic administrative unit of traditional China dominated by practice of small farm-
ing, is a significant topic in modernity studies. The demarcation of provinces, cities
and counties is an official milestone of the production of modernity.

Keywords: demarcation; early modern cities in China; formal establishment of city;

modernity
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Fig.1 Development of the trading ports
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