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Review, Feature Analysis and Prospect of the Historic City Conservation Sys-
tem
LAN Weijie, HU Min, ZHAO Zhongshu

Abstract: To better promote the conservation of historic cities in the new era, this
article reviews the development trajectory of the conservation system for historic cit-
ies in China from the birth of the concept to the refinement of the system and to
its legislative institutionalization. The main features of the historic city conservation
system are summarized as follows: institutionally the integrated conservation system
possesses Chinese characteristics; theoretically it continues to absorb nutrients from
international heritage protection practices; and managerially, it has been incorporated
into China's urban and rural planning system. Built on such understandings, the pa-
per discusses the future prospect of China's historic city conservation system. In
terms of mission, conservation practice must respond to the needs of urban develop-
ment and conservation in the new era. In terms of institutions, three levels of the
conservation should be further developed. In terms of theories and methods, the
combination of national conditions and local characteristics should be stressed in fur-
ther explorations. In terms of planning and management, the integration of urban
and rural planning systems should be strengthened.
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Fig.1 Comparison of conservation concepts between China's historic cities and World Heritage historic
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