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The Evolution Characteristics of China’s Development Zone Policies in the
Four Decades since Reform and Opening—up
ZHANG Xi, WANG Xingping

Abstract: The paper reviews China's more than 400 policies of development zones
at the national and provincial levels in the past four decades by employing word
frequency analysis, visualization and other text methods. It is found that at the na-
tional level, development zone policy making has undergone four stages and the
paper provides a visual narrative of its trajectory. At the provincial level, regional
differences of development zone policies are analyzed, and the evolution characteris-
tics of such policies are summarized. Finally, this paper sorts out the types of plan-
ning relevant to development zones under China's institutional framework. In the
context of implementing the Belt and Road Initiative, this paper systematically re-
views the experience of China's development zone development from a policy per-
spective in order to accurately grasping the underlying logic of the country's devel-
opment zone development and the "Chinese wisdom".
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Fig.1 Temporal characteristics of China's national development zone policy promulgation
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Tab.1 List of key word frequency in the development zone policies in the past 40 years
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