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A Study on Suzhou’s Spatial Development Strategy under the New Regional
Developing Pattern
DENG Dong, MIAO Yangbing

Abstract: Suzhou is located in the core area of the Yangtze River Delta. It has tak-
en the lead in development and grown to be an important city in the region depend-
ing on advantages of location, transportation and abundant land resources since the
reform and opening-up. Today, the integration of the Yangtze River Delta has been
promoted to be a national strategy. What kind of role should Suzhou play to co-con-
struct the world-class urban agglomerations? By the method of regional coordination
and place making, this essay has built a new "double-triangle" spatial structure mod-
el of the Yangtze River Delta and a strategic spatial pattern of "one river (the Yang-
tze River), one bay(the Hangzhou Bay), one lake(the Taihu Lake), one belt(the his-
toric water town belt)" for the core area of this region. Under this pattern, the most
important thing is to make Suzhou and Shanghai more integrated. Relying on the
beautiful environment and glorious culture, Suzhou should focus on "one lake, one
belt" and lead these regions to high quality development. More innovative elements
will be concentrated in "one lake, one belt" and more core functions of Shanghai
global city will be distributed in Suzhou. Also, some practicable acts have been pro-
posed such as to co-construct a new airport by Shanghai and Suzhou, to make Tai-
hu Lake as an international exchange center, to explore a new mechanism for the in-
tegration and negotiation between different administrative units around Dianshanhu
Lake.

Keywords: the Yangtze River Delta; relationship between Shanghai and Suzhou;

"one lake, one belt"; spatial development strategy
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Fig.3 Spatial distribution of commuting between Shanghai and Suzhou by mobile signaling data

(L: Suzhou residents employed in Shanghai, R: Shanghai residents employed in Suzhou)
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