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Street Renaissance: Practice and Thoughts on Need-Based Street Design
Guidelines
GE Yan, QI Yan, TANG Wen, LIU Miao

Abstract: Chinese cities are experiencing a transformative stage from high-speed
growth to high-quality development, and a urban street renaissance movement embod-
ies the transformation. The compilation of street design guidelines has played a role
in promoting the transformation and revival of streets. Based on the existing prob-
lems and challenges of urban streets, two types of street design guidelines have
been formed: city design guidelines covering macro-, meso- and micro scales, and
regional guidelines covering newly built areas, renewal areas and integrated urban ar-
eas. Guidelines can also be divided into design guidelines for guiding space design,
design manuals for engineering construction and comprehensive guidelines with multi-
ple contents. The research methods are based on a combination of traditional field
surveys and emerging multivariate data tools, starting from the city, then to the
block and street levels. The guideline design proceeds logically from problems and
objectives to strategies and designs. Functionally, the guidelines are analyzed in
terms of three dimensions: traffic, place and landscape. The design method of zon-
ing, grading and classification is adopted. At the same time, targeted design at the
micro level is carried out. The working methods of guideline formulation are usual-
ly based on cross-system and cross-field communication and coordination, and vari-
ous forms of public participation. Promoting the improvement of standards, the im-
plementation of renovation projects and the exploration of innovative mechanisms
are the main implementation paths of the guidelines. Although initial breakthroughs
have been made, the subsequent practice is confronted with many challenges and
further researches need to be done.
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Fig.8 Design requirements of street classification in Xiamen city
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Fig.9 Renovation design of Xiamen Minzu road and Xiahe Road
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Tab.3  Strategic suggestions for street—related work
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