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Developing the Conservation and Design Guidelines for Historic Cities: The Case
of Pingyao
SHAO Yong, CHEN Yue

Abstract: Historic cities are typical human habitat heritages and they accommodate
everyday life while keep growing and changing over the time. The attitude of inhab-
itants or other users towards heritage and their development actions directly affect
the protection of heritage. As norms in urban planning are changing, it is both neces-
sary and urgent to establish a "people-centered" approach to urban governance,
which is oriented toward the attention to human needs and collaborative efforts and
the use of conservation and design guidelines to guide human behavior toward main-
taining the attributes, characteristics, and value of the human-habitat heritage. Since
Pingyao Ancient City was listed as "World Heritage" in 1997, it has faced tremen-
dous pressure and challenges in terms of heritage conservation and uban develop-
ment because of the rapid development of tourism. The Practical Conservation Guide-
lines for Traditional Courtyard Houses and Environment in the Ancient City of Ping-
yao has three goals. First, it complements the statutory plan to form a dual system
of control and guidance. Secondly, it complements public policies to encourage the
improvement of traditional courtyard houses. Thirdly, it offers a working platform for
public participation and multi-party cooperation.
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