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From Efficiency—priority to Human—centrality: The Value Orientation of the Terri-
torial Spatial Planning Based on the Homo Urbanicus Theory
WANG Jiawen, YE Yumin, DONG Ke

Abstract: Based on the homo economicus assumption, the social man assumption,
and the Homo Urbanicus theory, this essay analyzes two types of value orientation,
namely efficiency-priority and human-centrality, beyond the three streams of theories.
It goes on to elaborate the interactions between the two value orientations embed-
ded in the modern planning theories, discusses the unity of their instrumental and
value rationality, and suggests that the Homo Urbanicus theory and the human-cen-
trality concept should constitute the core orientation of territorial spatial planning.
By interpreting policies of ecological priority and human centrality in the Chinese
context, the paper concludes with specific suggestions on territorial spatial planning.
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