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Policy Transmission Mechanisms and Control Approaches in Comprehensive Ur-
ban Design: The Case of Dali City
TANG Zilai, ZHANG Ze, FU Lei, JIANG Qiuguan

Abstract: As a kind of design-based technical scheme for overall control of the built
environment, comprehensive urban design represents a distinct public policy. There-
fore, it is not only necessary to explore its methodology but also to summarize and
reflect on its policy transmission mechanism and control approach within the existing
construction administration procedures. Based on the comprehensive urban design ex-
perience of Xiaguan, Dali city, this paper summarizes the experience during the pro-
posal drafting stage, which contributes to the enrichment of the design research meth-
odology. The paper interprets three policy transmission methods and two control ap-
proaches and explains their respective influence on implementation effectiveness. Giv-
en the reality of construction administration in Chinese cities at present, the paper ar-
gues that it is critical to improve the policy transmission mechanisms by transform-
ing the current discretionary approach in design control to a prescriptive one, which
helps ensure effective implementation of the overall urban design purposes.

Keywords: comprehensive urban design; policy transmission mechanism; control ap-

proach; Dali city
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Fig.1 The location of Xiaguan in Dali city (left) and its existing land use (right)
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Fig.5 Vertical (left) and density (right) zoning of Xiaguan, Dali city
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