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Construction and Reflection on the Conservation System of Characteristic Cultur-
al Heritage in Shenzhen
CUI Chong, SONG Jusheng, GAO Yuan

Abstract: In the area of cultural heritage conservation, a body of theory on the sys-
tems of historic and cultural city has been established. However, conservation practice
and policy mechanisms are yet to be developed for non-listed cities. Heritage conserva-
tion in Shenzhen has undergone three stages and much progress has been made in site
investigation and evaluation, planning, technical standards, regulations and policies.
Meanwhile, there are still many unresolved issues in value, system, mechanism, authori-
ty, and so on. Based on the understanding of Shenzhen's heritage characteristics, the pa-
per constructs a conservation system of Shenzhen's characteristic cultural heritage from
three perspectives: value recognition, spatial control, and conservation mechanism. In
terms of value recognition, a dynamic and comprehensive view of history is adopted
in heritage identification. In terms of spatial control, a conservation system is estab-
lished that includes both statutory and non-statutory heritage elements, provides differ-
entiated management and control for graded and classified sites, expands heritage re-
source by the purple-line plan, and protects city characteristics at the block scale. In
terms of conservation mechanism, a clear and effective policy guarantee system is es-
tablished, with proposed strategies to strengthen the superstructure design and systemat-
ic framework, improved incentive system toward demolition-oriented urban renewal, es-
tablished coordination and supervision mechanism based on authority, and strengthened
platform facilitating dynamic updating of information and pre-protection and proactive
protection efforts. The main purpose is to solve the current problems in the fragmented
conservation system, and to provide a reference in cultural heritage conservation for
non-listed historical and cultural cities.

Keywords: heritage conservation; process review; system construction; contemporary

value; purple-line; Shenzhen
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Tab.3 The foundation of directories, archives and database of characteristic culture heritage in Shenzhen
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