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The Formation, Evolution and Global Dissemination of the Linear City Idea
LIU Yishi

Abstract: The "Linear City" and the "Garden City" are two founding cornerstones
of modern city planning in the West around the turn of the twentieth century. How-
ever, the former has been largely overlooked in China since the Republic period.
Even when it is examined, often a relatively isolated point of view without holistic
and systematic study is taken. This paper first traces the genesis of the Linear City
idea and the life and career of its founder, Auturo Soria y Mata, and analyzes the
planning and development of la Ciudad Lineal in the outskirts of Madrid. It charts
out the evolution of the idea after Soria's moderate project, its dissemination, and re-
lated practices all over the world, with an emphasis on the relations between the
Linear City idea and other planning thoughts and techniques. The research will con-
tribute to a better understanding of the formation and development of the planning
discipline in the first a few decades of the twentieth century.
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Fig.1 Perspective of la Ciudad Lineal (linear city) of Madrid
Fk kB Baldeon C, 2015.
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Fig.2 Section of the main road

FH &K : Miranda C, 2012.
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Fig.3 Portrait of MR.Soria
T kR Arquitectura, 1959(11).
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Fig.4 Model of La Ciudad Lineal (linear city) of
Madrid
FAARR: Wood E, 1921.
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LA ¢1UDAD LINERL

Primera barriada de 4 kilsmetros,
Colocacién segura del capital contribayendo al bien material y moral de Madrid.
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BEIRE (55km), REIBLHE

Fig.5 Proposed 55km tram line surround-

ing Madrid, unfinished
kR Arquitectura, 1964.
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Fig.6 Poster of compania madrilena de urbanizacion
KR Arquitectura, 1964.
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B8 FHABFEHNERGHHATER, 19034
Fig.8 The main road and 6 rows of roadside trees
in 1903
FARIR: Miranda C, 2012,
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Fig.9 Partial master plan showing land subdivision
FARB: Wood E, 1921.
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B7 RALEHNFEFEEEXZFEHE

Fig.7 Master plan of la Ciudad Lineal (linear city) of Madrid

KR Arquitectura, 1959.

Figb LA CIUDAD LINEAL
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Fig.10  Three types of road sections
FARIR: Miranda C, 2012,
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Fig.11 Design of a high—end mansion at cost of
6000USD, designed and constructed by Construc-
tioes de la Ciudad Lineal
&B: Miranda C, 2012.
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Fachada lateral.
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Fig.12  Various sections showing different landscape

Fig.13  First page of the magazine la Ciudad Lineal, its subtitle reads "hygiene,

&R Collins G, 1960.
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izes the linear city
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Tab.2 Comparison of the linear city and the garden city
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New-Dork seyifyges: Tribune.

0STLY STREET WIDENINGS, AS MANHATTAN CROWDS INCREASE, MIGHT BE
OBVIATED BY PLANNING THIS KIND OF A THOROUGHFARE.

17 RV E AR SR AR

Fig.17 Corbett’s scheme of a future city
KR : New York Tribune, 1910-1-16.
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Fig.18 Roadtown proposed by Chambless

KB : https://www.trechugger.com/sustainable—
product—design/roadtown—linear—city—proposed—
100—years—ago—would—work—well-today.html
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Fig.19  Wright’s Broadacre City
&R : Lampygnani M, 1980.
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Fig.20 Relation of residential areas and roads in
Comey’s scheme

KB : Comey A, 1923.
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Fig.21 Six models to combine road network with the
linear city: (DSoria’s model; @Castillo’s 1919 scheme;
Blinear city separate from rapid traffic; @ British compa-

ny town; @garden suburb; @Spanish colonial settlement
J R : Coronado J, 2009.
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Fig.22 Miliutin’s model of linear city in 1930
P Magomedov S, 1987.
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Fig.23 Ladovsky’s parabolic model of linear de-
velopment in 1930
k% Ikonnikov A, 1988.
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1933 4
Fig.24 Master plan for Moscow by Ladovsky in 1933
B : Magomedov S, 1987.
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Fig.25 Tony Garnier’s industrial city in 1901
kB Collins G, 1959b.
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Fig.26 Rendering of three million people city
KR : Boesiger W, 2001.
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Fig.27 Diagram of urban form of Hamburg in 1919
R : Oliveira F, 2017.
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Fig.28 Four models of Soviet urban development:
(Durban concentration; @satellite towns; B dis—ur-
banization; (@de—concentration
kR Magomedov S, 1987.
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Fig.29 Plan for the Chicago Metropolitan Re-
gion by Ludwig Hilberseimer
kR Ryerson and Burnham Archives, Series 10/
2, Box FF 2.73.
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Fig.30 An industrial linear city by Le Corbusier
and ASCORAL
KR : Boesiger W, 2013.
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