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A Comparative Study of Innovation Corridors in the Yangtze River Delta: Cog-
nition Based on 4C Theoretical Framework
ZHENG Degao, MA Xuan, LI Pengfei, ZHANG Kang

Abstract: Innovation corridors originate in regional development corridors. In the
background of the knowledge economy, the concept of innovation corridor has been
explored both in theory and in practice, but the relationship between them is inade-
quately known, and the method of systematic cognition of innovation corridor is un-
clear. Taking the Yangtze River Delta as the research object, this paper examines its
government platform, innovative enterprises, scientific research institutions, innovative
talents and other elements, and constructs a 4C evaluation framework of innovation
collaboration, innovation concentration, innovation competitiveness and innovation con-
nectivity. The Shanghai-Nanjing-Hefei Corridor, the G60 Corridor, and the Shanghai-
Huzhou Corridor were evaluated and compared in terms of developmental level,
structural difference, and inter-corridor synergy to confirm the existence of the Yang-
tze River Delta Innovation Corridor. In general, the Shanghai-Nanjing Hefei Corridor
is relatively mature and has the characteristics of agglomeration of innovative ele-
ments. The G60 Science and Technology Innovation Corridor are in their infancy
and the development is relatively uneven. The Shanghai-Huzhou Corridor is still at
the conceptual stage and still has much room for improvement.

Keywords: innovation corridor; innovation collaboration; innovation concentration; in-

novation competitiveness; innovation connectivity
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the Yangtze River Delta region
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