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A Study on Spatial Governance of Ecological Development Zones in the Yang-
tze River Delta
SUN Juan, LIN Chenhui, CHEN Yang, LI Dan

Abstract: Under the background of ecological civilization, the choice of spatial
governance and development model to promote inclusive development has gained
importance. Based on defining the connotation and spatial scope of ecotype devel-
opment zone and the degree of resource constraints, the paper divides the ecologi-
cal development areas of the Yangtze River Delta into compact, medium, and low
constraint zones. Using specific examples of Shanghai, Hangzhou and Anji, three
types of governance modes are summarized in terms of spatial management and
control, policy interaction, and construction guidance. It is found that in tight-con-
straint zones, spatial control is strong and the policy-making is 'authoritative'; in
medium-constraint zones, spatial control moderate and policy making 'cooperative';
and in low constraint-zones, spatial control weak and policy-making 'independent'.
Furthermore, based on the eight development guidelines, the paper puts forward de-
velopment principles of combined qualitative and quantitative control as a reference
to context-sensitive inclusive development and modern governance in ecological de-
velopment areas.

Keywords: the Yangtze River Delta; ecological development zones; spatial gover-

nance; spatialmanagement and control; policy interaction; construction guidance
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Fig.1 Spatial scope of ecological development zone
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counties in the Yangtze River Delta
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Fig.6  Research framework
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