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A Study on the Green Wedge Idea and Its Early Applications
LIU Yishi

Abstract: Green wedges are a component of a city's green system. The idea
emerged in the early 20th century when modern city planning started to take shape
and it was deeply rooted in the intellectual and cultural traditions in the history. A
group of preeminent planners studied the green wedge idea and proposed a number
of diagrams, which were further applied in several well-known plans of international
cities including London, New York, Moscow, Tokyo, etc. This paper investigates the
genesis of the green wedge idea, and charts out its theoretical development and relat-
ed planning practices from the early 20th century to the 1960s. It also explores
the reasons why the idea fell to oblivion. Studying the genesis and historical devel-
opment of the green wedge idea in a global view helps advance our understandings
of planning history and improve contemporary planning practice.
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Fig.1 A diagram of green wedges in China in the 1980s
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Fig.2 Howard’s Garden City diagram: the city be-

ing situated in the middle of the countryside
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zone of country.
2. Tottenham; in the zone of

town.
3. Walthamstow; town.
4. Forrest House; town. 22.

19. Islington; country.

9: ‘Wilsdon; town. 27. Green Park; country.
10. Kentish Town; town. 28. Southwark; town.
11. Clapton; town.

12. Hommerton; town.

13. Stratford; country.

14. West Ham; country.
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16. East Ham; town.
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Fig.3 Plan proposed by Loudon in 1829
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Fig.4 Park and green system of Buffalo City in 1880
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Fig.5 Ideal distribution of the green system, left: concentration, right:

connection by transportation lines
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Fig.7 Eberstadt’s green wedge model, left: con-
centration, right: green wedge
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Fig.8 Wagner’s Sanitary City diagram
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Fig.9 Berlin’s master plan in 1929 by Wagner
FAFRR: OLIVEIRA F, 2017.
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Fig.10 Green wedge diagram developed by Ger-
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Fig.11 Chaos and order for Amsterdam proposed
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Fig.14 Regional plan of New York and its envi-
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Fig.15 London’s regional plan by R. Unwin in 1929
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Fig.17 Greater London Plan in 1944 by
P. Abercrombie
FARIR: WARD S, 2004,

N i)
PROPOSED MAJOR PARK SYSTEM FOR MELBOURNE AND METROI

E18 SJBRAWHMUAE (1944)

Fig.18 Melbourne’s city plan in 1944
FAt kR AMATI M, 2008.
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Fig.19 Wolf's 1919 green wedge model with
great influence on Japanese city planning
FAF kR : GEERTSE M, 2012.
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Fig.20 Xinjing plan in 1932
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Fig.21 Tokyo and its environs as prescribed in
the Air Defense Act, 1932
FA R AMATI M, 2008.
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Fig.22 Redevelopment plan for Tokyo in 1956
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Fig.23 Shestakov’s regional pan for Moscow in
1925
FAHRR: COLTON T, 1995.
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Fig.24 Development plan for Moscow proposed
by GOSPLAN
AR COLTON T, 1995,
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Fig.25 Moscow’s first authorized master plan in 1935
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Fig.27 Plan B for Beijing by Chen Zhanxiang in 1953
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Fig.28 Beijing’s first master plan made under the supervision of Soviet experts in 1957
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