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Theoretical Root and Paradigm Shift: Perspectives from Reviewing Urban Re-
development Theories
ZHANG Tingwei

Abstract: Based on a review of urban redevelopment theories, the paper discusses
an overarching research question: when and how a paradigm shift may take place.
The author argues that a paradigm shift happens only when the "root theory" on
which the research subject is built shows a significant change and the value system
is shifted. Therefore, the term "paradigm shift" should be applied with caution as
it is often a rare case.
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