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Planning for Compact City From the Perspective of Employment Activities
ZHOU Xingang, LANG Wei

Abstract: The sprawling development of many Chinese cities has caused problems
such as increased commuting distance and excessive car dependence. The existing
compact development emphasizes the compactness of urban form. However, the com-
pactness of the urban form does not necessarily lead to compact employment activi-
ties. This study aims to examine an index of employment activities based on the
compact city theory. Using Shenzhen city as a case, this study utilizes mobile
phone location data to analyze employment activities and examine the spatial varia-
tion in employment compactness, and its relationship with mixed use. Mixed use
planning policies are raised to improve the compactness of employment activities.
The research will provide a scientific basis for mixed use and compact city develop-
ment.

Keywords: compact city; compactness; mixed use; planning policy; jobs-housing rela-

tionship; mobile phone data
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Fig.2a Intra—zonal employment ratio at the sub—district level
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Fig.2b Inter—zonal commuting distance at the sub—district level
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