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The Spatial Division of Regional Integration in the Yangtze River Delta
CHEN Wen, SUN Wei

Abstract: The key to successful implementation of the national strategy of regional
integration of the Yangtze River Delta is to promote the strengths of each region
and to form development synergy through differentiated spatial division. Based on
the spatial equilibrium theory and the actual needs of the integrated development of
the Yangtze River Delta, this paper suggests that spatial division of the integrated
Yangtze River Delta should follow three basic principles: economic agglomeration,
ecological security, and social equity. Based on the requirements on the national and
provincial Main-Functional Areas, this paper proposes the spatial division pattern of
an integrated region and defines the functional and developmental orientation of key
metropolitan areas. Finally, the paper indicates future research trend and emphasiz-
es the importance of integrated spatial division.
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Fig.1 Division of elements and transfer of wealth
among industrial and ecological products
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Fig.2 Main function zoning of the Yangtze River Delta
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Fig.3 The spatial division pattern of the Yangtze River Delta
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