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The Conservation and Renewal of Historic Cities under the Guidance of Land-
scape Humanistic Wisdom
YANG Baojun, WANG Jun

Abstract: The natural mountain and wate environment has bred the splendid Chi-
nese civilization. In the long-term practice of social production, the Chinese ances-
tors acquired their unique wisdom in city-building, such as adaptation to local condi-
tions, harm avoidance, and submission to the nature. However, in the industrializa-
tion era, traditional wisdom had been abandoned and most characteristics of ancient
cities had disappeared. To inherit the Chinese urban civilization and make headway
towards an ecological civilization, we need to reacquaint ourselves with the land-
scape humatic wisdom of traditional cities, such as spirit-material unity and value-

embeddedness of artifacts. In this paper, we take a typical small mountain town:

Yongxin, Jiangxi as an example. Its traditional city-building principles are reflective
of ancient ideas and can inspire modern practice of landscape restoration, spatial net-
work repair and enhancement of the functional vitality. The paper will provide a use-
ful reference in the conservation and renewal of Chinese historic cities in the new
era.

Keywords: landscape humanistic wisdom; historical city; city-building principles; con-

servation and renewal
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