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Soviet Expert MyxuH’'s Technical Assistance and Influence on Urban Planning
of China
LI Hao

Abstract: China's urban planning profession was established with the help of Sovi-
et experts. The paper examines the contributions of A.C.MyxuH, a representative of
the second batch of Soviet experts during his stay in China from April 1952 to
September 1953. It is found that A.C.Myxun had 1) helped Beijing to establish a
scientific concept of urban planning; 2) influenced the formulation of China's con-
struction policy of "usefulness, economy and attention to aesthetics under possible
conditions"; 3) played an important role in establishing the tradition of learning plan-
ning theory from the Soviet Union; 4) helped to draw up China's earliest “Urban
Planning and Design Procedures (Draft)” ; 5) promoted the adoption of socialist re-
construction planning principles in a number of cities; 6) guided urban planning
and design in China to meet established standards; 7) advanced the adoption of ur-
ban planning terminology; 8) made important contributions to the joint plant selec-
tion and preliminary planning of eight major new industrial cities; 9) proposed the
preliminary plans of Hangzhou and Shanghai; and 10) trained and influenced the
first generation of urban planning workers in China. Myxun's important influence on
China's urban planning reflects the special situation of China's urban planning in its
fromative years. His great attention to the ideological and theoretical perspectives of
urban planningled to the limitations of his efforts.

Keywords: urban history; urban planning history; Soviet planning theory; Soviet ex-

perts; contemporary China
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