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"Crisis" or "Opportunity"? ——nternational Experiences in Dealing With Vacancy
in Shrinking Cities
Yl Xiaoxiang, ZHAO Tianyu, WU Yanfeng. MU Yixuan

Abstract: Vacancy has always been one of the core issues of shrinking cities across
the world. In the process of population decline, existing land and houses in shrink-
ing cities became vacated, abandoned or foreclosed, resulting in large-scale vacancy
and hence wider negative material and non-material impacts. In light of similar chal-
lenges that China's shrinking cities will face, this paper reviews the vacancy prob-
lems and international experiences of tackling such problems. First, on the basis of
an overview of the vacancy spaces, concepts, phenomena and causes, the paper ex-
plains the basic understanding and value issues from both the positive and the nega-
tive aspects. Then, by referring to US and German experiences, the paper summariz-
es and elaborates four main international models for addressing vacancy problems,
including demolition, side yard program, temporary uses and green infrastructure.
Lastly, the paper gave recommendations with universal significance to turn crises in-
to opportunities.

Keywords: vacant property; vacant land; smart shrinkage; right-sizing; temporary us-

es; green infrastructure
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Tab.2 A comparison of responses to vacancy problem
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