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The Position and Function of Territorial Master Plan of Prefecture—level Cities
WANG Xinzhe

Abstract: The establishment of a hierarchical spatial planning system is based on the
consensus about spatial planning reform. However, owning to the differences between
prefecture-level and county-level cities, their respective spatial planning system should
not be identical. Coordination among different levels is the focus of spatial planning re-
form. This paper reviews the process and institutional arrangement of extending urban
planning into regional planning, analyses the dislocation of planning power and admin-
istrative power in the planning of prefecture-level cities in the existing system, and
points out the breakthrough in the planning of prefecture-level cities as a key to build
the spatial planning system. County-level units should be taken as the basic unit in the
construction of spatial planning system. Territorial master plan of prefecture-level cities
should strengthen scale conversion and structure control, emphasize its strategic guid-
ance and regional coordination, and serve as the guidance and maintenance reference
of the territorial master plan of thecounty level units.
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Tab.1 Compilation model of urban and county territorial master plan
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