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The "Localization" of China’s Urban Planning Education Under the Influence of
the Soviet Model During the Period of 1952—1961

LI Wenmo

Abstract: This paper reviews the development of urban planning education in Chi-
na under the influence of the Soviet model at the beginning of the People's Repub-
lic in order to understand the context of the formation and development of urban
planning education from 1952, the year of university departmental adjustment, to
1961, the year of the publication of the first national planning textbook. The com-
parison with the Soviet Union reveals China's distinctiveness in in planning educa-
tion despite the influence from the Soviet model. With a focus on the planning edu-
cation in Tongji University and supplementary information from other colleges and
universities, the paper demonstrates the overall situation of urban planning education
in China. It shows that the planning education in new China is based on the disci-
plinary resources accumulated in the first half of the 20th century. The historical
event of the adjustment of colleges and departments in 1952 provided a window op-
portunity while local planning practice created conditions for China's planning to de-
velop into a discipline rooted in local contexts. Finally, this paper summarizes the
basic characteristics of China's urban planning education at the beginning of the
new China.

Keywords: the Soviet Model; urban planning history; professional education; disci-

pline development; localization
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