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Urban Planning System Transformation towards the Redevelopment of Exist-
ing Urban Land: The Experience of Shenzhen
ZHAO Guanning, SIMA Xiaco, HUANG Weidong, YUE Jun

Abstract: As the new national spatial governance system restricts urban develop-
ment by requiring urban growth boundary and high-quality development, it is a chal-
lenge for cities to transform their urban planning system that originally served ex-
pansive growth towards one focusing on the redevelopment of the built-up areas.
This paper reviews the crises and responses in three main phases of the planning
system transformation in Shenzhen from 1997 to the present day. The central argu-
ment is that the spatial governance model of Shenzhen has completely been trans-
formed at all three levels in an institutional perspective, namely individual case,
planning process and planning culture. The dynamics behind its incremental improve-
ment has fully mobilized all parties in the society to build a collaborative gover-
nance system, which can serve as a reference for the ongoing nation-wide gover-
nance reform.

Keywords: existing urban land; urban regeneration; urban planning system; spatial

governance; incremental improvement; Shenzhen
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