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Review on Progress and Prospect of Urban Cultural Space and Cultural Plan-
ning

GAO Yuan, WANG Shusheng, ZHANG Linjie

Abstract: As a significant component of urban space, urban cultural space embodies
the spirit of urban culture. It is also an interdisciplinary research field that blends
anthropology, sociology, human geography, cultural geography, cultural studies, and
urban and rural planning. Based on a review of literature from both China and over-
seas, this paper analyses historically the difference between the concept and connota-
tion of urban cultural space and summarizes the progress and limitations of existing
research and planning practice. The study finds that the definition and classification
of urban cultural space in the field of urban and rural planning are divers, and the
connotation and scope of cultural space need to be clarified. In addition, with defi-
ciency in quantitative and empirical research, new data and new methods in urban
cultural space planning are called for. Therefore, there is an exigency to construct
the theory and method of urban cultural space planning. In terms of urban cultural
space planning in the new era, is the paper proposes that the connotation of cultural
space could be centered on the well-being of residents, the spirit of urban culture
should be explored, the value and genealogical of urban cultural space should be
clarified, and the pan-cultural space should be rejected. Second, interdisciplinary
methods must be applied to understand the historical development of urban cultural
space, identify the spatial characteristics and summarize the spatial pattern. Third, to
ensure good planning of urban cultural space, planners need to combine qualitative
and quantitative methods, apply multiple dynamic big data and corresponding spatial
analysis methods, and facilitate the cooperation of multiple planning agencies.
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Tab.1 The definition of cultural space and spatial composition in the international context
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Tab.2 The classification method of urban cultural space in China
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