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The Institutionalization and Reshaping of the Urban Planning Committee in Chi-
na’s New Planning System——A Case Study of 15 Cities
GAO Jie

Abstract: The Urban Planning Committee in China, which originated as an institu-
tional innovation of some cities, aims to optimizing the planning decision-making
mechanism. Based on fifteen regulations regarding the Urban Planning Committee in
China, this paper analyzes the legal basis, administrative subject, nature of the insti-
tution, administrative power and scope, and the organization and operation of the in-
stitution. The paper finds that the Urban Planning Committee in China bears several
characteristics, such as the diversity and informality of legal basis, strong depen-
dence of the subjects on the government and the complexity of planning operations.
The paper also discusses existing "local experience", the requirements of the new
planning system, and the direction of reform to improve the Planning Committee.
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Tab.1 Statistics about reviews in the 15 regulations on the urban planning committee
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