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A Study on the Dual-Structure Characteristics of Traditional Rural Settlements
and Implications
DENG Wei, HU Haiyan, YANG Ruixin, HE Yi

Abstract: The spatial form of traditional rural settlements is inseparable from its
evolutionary process and is influenced by both natural and social environments.
However, there are distinctive differences in the endogenous and exogenous mecha-
nisms of spatial evolution of villages at different historical periods. The endogenous
evolution is the process in which the village adapts to the human-land relationship
over a long historical period and thereby showing obvious regional attributes, or the
"background" of spaces. The exogenous evolution is the process shaped by short-
term contingent historical events in the village with spaces bearing strong event char-
acteristics. Because of the interaction of the two evolutionary mechanisms, village
spaces objectively acquire dual features. Through the study of evolutionary mecha-
nisms of traditional rural settlements, this paper reveals the dual structures of vil-
lage spaces and their relationships. It provides an approach to the identification of
village spatial characteristics as well as the method, the scope, the concept and the
actions for the protection of village characteristics.

Keywords: traditional rural settlements; evolutionary mechanism; double-structure;

spatial characteristic; protection implications
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