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Urban Resource Flow to the Countryside and the Changes of Rural Gover-
nance——Debate on the Paths of Rural Vitalization
SHl Dehao, CHEN Hao, YU Tao

Abstract: The influx of urban resources to the countryside is not only an economic
compensation to the villages but also a force to rectify rural society and reshape
rural governance. First of all, this study sorts out the changes of rural governance
in China and introduces the new model in which capital and the elite help re-
nourish the rural society and reshape the rural governance in the Yangtze River Del-
ta. It then selects typical villages and provides an empirical analysis of the impact
of two urban factors. It is found that capital inflow to the countryside causes mod-
ern symbol embedding and builds a rural government-enterprise cooperative model
involving the local government, social capital and urban tourists as the main play-
ers. On the other hand, the elite inflows to the countryside helps improve local edu-
cate, and foster a model of rural community autonomy by mobilizing the local gov-
ernment, social elites and local villagers. Furthermore, the differences in rural devel-
opment paths under the two governance models are also compared. While capital
inflow to Dashan Village promotes agricultural diversification, increases farmers' in-
come, and expedites rural beautification, elites inflows to Chenzhuang promotes agri-
cultural industrialization, farmers' skills training, and rural functional improvement.
Finally, the paper discusses the future prospect and benefits of urban factor inflow
to the countryside in the implementation of the rural revitalization strategy.

Keywords: rural governance; capital going to the countryside; elites going to the

countryside; rural development path
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Fig.2 Symbol embedding: logic of rural governance of Dashan village
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