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The Three Relations in UGB Delimitation and Governance——An Analysis Based

on the Theory of "Homo—urbanicus"
WANG Chenyue, YE Yumin, FAN Mengxue

Abstract: An urban growth boundary (UGB) is an important policy instrument in
China's spatial planning and territorial development regulation. However, UGBs in
China generally lack theoretical basis and therefore practical difficulties are encoun-
tered in boundary delimitation and spatial governance. The paper draws on the "Ho-
mo-urbanicus" theory and divides the UGB delimitation and spatial governance into
two stages: the stage focusing on existing urban land and the stage focusing on in-
cremental (reduced) urban land. It philosophically analyzes the three types of rela-
tions, including those between development and protection, supply and demand, and
rigidity and elasticity. The balance between development and protection is maintained
through efficient and orderly development toward goals. The equilibrium between
land supply and demand is stricken by structural and quantity adjustment. The fusion
of rigidity and elasticity is realized by setting semi-rigid boundaries that allows both
layout elasticity and boundary adjustment within permitted limit. Furthermore, based
on the "Homo-urbanicus" theory, the paper gives a comparative analysis of two prac-
tical cases in Oregon and Sichuan, holding that the Oregon experience better reflects
the concept of "human-centrality", while Sichuan case should pay more attention to
efficient and orderly development, demand identification, and resilience management.
Finally, the paper puts forwards suggestions on the UGB application.

Keywords: homo-urbanicus; UGB; self-preservation and mutual-preservation; a com-

parative analysis
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