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A Research on Village Governance Mechanism and Construction Performance:
Based on Four Village Cases in Fenghua, Zhejiang
SUN Ying, ZHANG Shangwu

Abstract: Rural construction with multi-agent participation is understood as a gover-
nance issue involving the reproduction of social relations. The governance structure
and organizational mechanism directly affect the performance of rural construction.
This paper proposes a framework for studying the correlation between governance
mechanism and construction performance and conducts a comparative study based on
four village cases. It compares their differences in governance mechanism including
the governance resources, organizational mechanism, and benefit distribution. The pa-
per also examines the differences in construction performance including the effective-
ness of public goods provision and development sustainability. Key governance ele-
ments that affect the overall performance are also discussed. The paper argues that
agency of the village community, village organizational capabilities, and village enti-
tlement to development benefits play key roles in determining the performance of ru-
ral development. The paper helps shed new light on the role and significance of ru-
ral planning.

Keywords: rural development; rural governance mechanism; rural construction perfor-

mance; correlation
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Fig.1 Comparative analysis framework
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Fig.3 The governance structure in Yan town construction
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