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Method of Identifying the Structural Prototype of Historic Urban Areas and the Cor-
responding Preservation Strategy: Insights from Studies on Conservation Plan-
ning in Jingxiang Region

XU Guangtong, HE Yi, WANG Zhenyu

Abstract: The structural prototype of a historic urban area tells the story of the city's
spatial change over time and it contains the information about the original and the
evolutionary clue of urban space. As a local and distinctive "gene of urban form"
and a "space code" to decipher historic characteristics and traditional culture, the
structural prototype can help coordinate heritage conservation and modern construc-
tion by serving as a consistent "internal logic". In view of the current problems and
preservation dilemmas of the urban historical environment, this paper introduces the
theory and method of prototype analysis for historic urban areas. Based on the pres-
ervation practice of historic and cultural cities in Jingxiang region, the paper sug-
gests three layers of meanings of structural prototypes: conceptual prototype, existen-
tial prototype, and image prototype. The paper then explores the method of identify-
ing structural prototypes and three prototype-oriented preservation strategies that re-
flects the imprint of history, the regularity of evolution, and the adaptability of de-
velopment. The paper provides new ideas and methodology for integrated preserva-
tion of historic urban areas in China.

Keywords: historic urban area; structural prototype; conservational construction; Jingx-

iang region
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Tab.1 Schema comparison and transformative relationship analysis of the structural prototype of historic urban areas
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Fig.1 The overall order and regional relationship of historic cities in Jingxiang region
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Tab.2  The successional law and meaning of urban historic structural elements in Jingxiang region

R T B T
FEI] BRECTRE R | BEAR | MR T TR
Bk | ol | AE G TN R —
s ChfkEs) | REOWE) | KB IR AR
IR | BB e | A ) TR R
L = X ) LT
I 5k
g; %f£g§;§@ RO o i ) S
. T TR T () T
ol | kel [AEpE T
Gk | LAmEALEm | R T AR | B B
WA | (ke R ) | i o P o B0
Wt | RN T
i Tt AT TN
p BT T Az
Pt | bk g e KA AL ULE
bt | OapresmEmg) | Faidl:] e s
b | BB | R BBARE | &l BB
T P P b
i AR | AR | i s
| |
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
| |
sk !
FEFRR 3
- |
1 [
1 1
! !
BT bR o4
SRR RS

- ] ()
| = wstitis s
N \ ==t FARILKAS SR
iR
CRUSHE) \ o | ik
N ) (e fishn

#
=

B2 HITEMEERT X R E X EHE

Fig.2 Schema of the holistic spatial order in Jingmen ancient city
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